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Before, Middle and After
The picture shows a family practicing the duck drill believed to be a protective measure in case of an atomic bomb attack. The events before this time include the 1949, Soviets’ own atomic bomb testing ending the US’s atomic bomb monopoly. This was followed by the report by the National Security Council known as NSC–68, which echoed Truman’s recommendation that the country use military force to contain communist expansionism, which also called for a four-fold increase in defense expenditure in 1950. The next event as was the deadly ‘arms race’ where by the US made the ‘super bomb’ and tested the hydrogen bomb in the Eniwetok atoll in the Marshall Islands increasing the cold war pressure.
At the time of the photo, there was he ever-present threat of nuclear annihilation which had a great impact on American domestic life as well. People built bomb shelters in their backyards. They practiced attack drills in schools and other public places. The duck drill was taught in schools as children practiced it, a practice set on cause by American president Truman. This marked the peak of the arms race as several subsequent atomic bomb tests were carried out by both the Soviets and America spewing radioactive waste into the atmosphere.
After the time in the picture, came the space exploration which was another dramatic arena for Cold War competition. Following October 4th, 1957 when Soviet R-7 intercontinental ballistic missile launched Sputnik became the first artificial satellite and the first man-made object to be placed into the Earth’s orbit. Sputnik’s launch came as a surprise, and not a pleasant one, to most Americans. In the United States, space was seen as the next frontier, a logical extension of the grand American tradition of exploration, and it was crucial not to lose too much ground to the Soviets thus building more tension between the two countries.
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